


Beginning in 1981, Janice Vedder has served 
the Township for eight years on the Planning 
Commission, four years on the Zoning and Sign 
Board of Appeals, and in her current position as 
Township Clerk for 15 years. As Delta Township’s 
first Certified Municipal Clerk, Ms. Vedder has 
implemented technological advancements for 
elections within the township and has invested 
multiple hours at the State Capital advocating 
election reform.  

Ms. Vedder serves on the Township utility, library, 
and election committees. She focuses her work 
efforts on supporting legislation to consolidate 
elections, supplying voting equipment, records 
computerization, pedestrian pathways, river 
walks and sidewalks, the Delta Township District 
Library, and township history.  

Some of Ms. Vedder’s accomplishments
include Co-Founder of the Capital Area Munici-
pal Clerk’s Association, appointments by three 
Secretaries of State to special committees on 
voter registration, qualified voter file, and the 
Help America Vote Act. She received a national 
award for development of a bar coding program 
for absentee ballots.  

She maintains memberships with the state wide 
Council of Election Officials, Delta Waverly Rotary, 
Capital Area Municipal Clerk’s Association, 
International Municipal Clerk’s Association, and 
the Lansing Area Chamber of Commerce.

Ms. Vedder is married and has two sons and one 
granddaughter. Her hobbies include downhill skiing, 
flower gardening, and reading. 

The Township Board considers and reviews hundreds of proposals on 
a wide range of community issues and concerns each year. It is excit-
ing to report some of our most notable accomplishments for 2004.  

The Township…
Reviewed and adopted a revised organizational strategic plan.

# Negotiated the acquisition of 60 acres of new park property in 
the southwest quadrant of the township. 
Created cooperative Mutual Emergency Service Aid Agreements 
with Delhi Township, Eaton, Ingham and Clinton Counties, and 
Looking Glass Fire Authority. 
Re-issued bonds to significantly lower the interest rates paid on 
existing municipal debt.
Negotiated a cooperative agreement for joint facility use and 
service provision with Waverly Community Schools resulting in 
the continuation of the community aquatics programming and 
the 39ers senior program. 
Initiated a Non-Motorized Transportation Plan to review, collect 
citizen input, and make recommendations for the future pedestrian 
and bicycle transportation needs. 
Adopted a new ordinance for telecommunications collecting 
revenue for road right-of-way improvements. 
Modernized ordinances like the Motor Vehicle Code, Sidewalk 
Ordinance, and Nuisance Ordinance. 

This is just a short sample of some of the projects the Township 
Board has researched and acted on in the last year. These projects 
help to ensure that Delta Township continues to be a great community 
in which to live and work.  

The Township Board appreciates the thoughtful input and support 
of the citizens of the township and we look forward to another great 
year of service to the community.  

Happy New Year!
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Delta Township’s Web site contains many useful resources. Visit us online today at www.deltami.gov.

The Delta Township Magazine is a cooperative effort of all departments. Design, layout, and editing by Sunny DiMartino, Jenny Noeker, and Amy J.P. McEwan. 
If you  have any comments regarding this magazine please send an E-mail message to: amcewan@deltami.gov.



Library

Plans for a New Library
The Boards of the Township and the Library are jointly 

researching a proposal to build a new library building in 
the future. Both groups have reviewed circulation statistics, 
requests from patrons, shelf capacity, the size of the book 
collection, size of the service area, and existing program-
ming needs as well as possibilities at the existing facility.  

The Existing Library
The existing facility located at 4538 Elizabeth Road 

was built in 1949 as the Bretton Woods Elementary School 
and is approximately 5,000 square feet. To meet the growth 
of the community the gymnasium was converted into the 
main bookroom, the former kitchen into the book processing 
and ordering area, and the old storage room now hosts the 
children’s materials. The public restrooms are the original 
elementary child-sized restrooms. This converted facility 
has served the citizens of Delta Township well for many 
years. 

Delta Township has grown and library usage has skyrock-
eted; the current location is no longer able to fully service the 
community. Today libraries are computerized, have historical 
archives, community activity rooms, and computer centers that 
require modern electrical wiring and insulation. Currently, 
the shelves are so full with books and audio visual materials 
that finding shelf space for new materials has been difficult.

Research
The research committee has visited libraries in compa-

rable communities and estimates a future building of around 
24,000 square feet would meet the current and future needs. 

The Library Board hired Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and 
Huber to assist in the development of a needs assessment, 
budget, and preliminary design for a potential library. A 
Township-owned property on Elmwood Road across from 
Sharp Park is being utilized in the development of conceptual 
plans for  the new library. These plans include the main library 
book room, children and young adult areas, a computer area, 
and community rooms.

The new library would be less than half a 
mile from the current location as well as on 
a main route through the township. 

This potential project is only in the preliminary stages. The 
current plan is to pay off the existing fire station Bond prior 
to proposing a millage for the library. If there were general 
support to move forward with a new library building a millage 
would be needed for construction and additional operating 
expenses. 

For more information visit www.deltami.gov.

Chronicles from the Library

Currently, 95% of the Library’s operating and maintenance 
funds come from the Township general fund and 5% comes 
directly from the state and private donations.  

The Township has heard from library patrons that additional 
space is needed. What do you think? The Township needs 
to hear from all citizens. E-mail your comments to 
kernst@deltami.gov.     

4

The shelves at the Delta Township District Library are full from top 

to bottom!
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Delta Township District Library Bond
To meet the growing need for library services, the Township 
Board of Trustees and Waverly Community Schools collabo-
rated to establish a District Library in 1998. The Library and 
the activities of the Library Board are funded from the gen-
eral fund of Delta Township, a small portion from the state, 
and monies raised by the Friends of the Library. Currently, 
there are no special millages or other funding sources.

A six-member Library Board was created to oversee the 
overall operations of the District Library. Delta Township 
appoints four members and Waverly Community Schools 
appoints two members to the Board. Library board members 
serve four-year terms and their main duties are to set poli-
cies for the library and to determine the budget each year 
and submit a request for funding to the Township Board 
of Trustees. This year the Board has also been involved in 
researching a new library building. 

Current Library Board members are Mike Moore, President; 
Judy Mulvaney, Vice-President; Dick Milliman, Treasurer; 
Marie Papciak, Secretary; Susan Steiner Bolhouse, Trustee; 
and Colleen Weinfeld, Trustee.

Meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
at the Library. 

Volunteer work is very satisfying. 
It is a way to contribute to your 
community, make a difference in 

the library, and make new friends.

Friends of Delta Township District Library 
This is a very large and active organization, directed by their 
Board. Positions on this board include the usual executive 
ones as well as Book Store Manager, Membership, Publicity, 
and Volunteer Scheduler. 

The Friends have over 600 members, and raise their funds 
through membership and used book sales. These funds 
are used for enhancement of the library, which includes 
subscriptions to all of the newspapers, annual funding for 
materials for Children’s Book Week, teen programming, and 
books on tape and CD.

Computer Classes
Introduction to Computer Classes will be offered in the 
winter. These classes meet for three days in one week and 
cover the basics, from how to move the mouse to searching 
the Internet. Space is very limited, so please call the Library 
for more information or to register.

The Libary’s biggest news will be the announcement of the 
title chosen for the “Delta Reads” program. This is similar 
to programs in other cities, including Lansing and East 
Lansing, where many people read the same book. There will 
be activities such as book discussion groups, speakers, con-
tests, etc. all geared to one title. The announcement will be 
in February, with activities through National Library Week, 
April 18-24. 

Annual Fall Used Book Sale
The annual fall used book sale was very successful. The 
Friends of the Library worked very hard organizing and 
publicizing the event, and they raised over $2,000. 

321-4014 LIBRARY

For more information visit www.deltami.gov/library.

Used Bookstore Hours  
Located in the north wing of the Library.
Monday through Wednesday 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Fridays 1 p.m.-3 p.m.  and Saturdays 12 p.m.-4 p.m.

Library Hours
Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fridays 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturdays 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Library will be a busy place this winter! Story time starts 
again in January, with registration required. Tasty Tales will 
be in February and March, and, as always, will feature a 
theme with stories and food. Teen Hoopla will also be held 
those months, with teen activities, and, of course, pizza!
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Delta Trails
Non-Motorized Transportation Plan

For more information visit www.deltami.gov.

Delta Trails
Non-Motorized Transportation Plan
To complement the existing sidewalk 
improvements, Delta Township is in the 
process of creating a vision for on-street 
and off-street non-motorized transporta-
tion systems. On July 20, 2003, the Delta 
Township Board of Trustees voted to 
hire Landscape Architects and Planners, 
Inc. to conduct a planning process to 
provide a vision for future bikeways, 
trailways, and walkways. 

The first public meeting was held 
on September 30 and more than 100 
persons participated in an interactive 
session focused on where people want 
to go to and from on foot. Surveys were 
distributed throughout the community 
and nearly 200 surveys were returned. 
They also met with 90 Waverly middle 
and high school students to gain input.  

A Brief Summary of the Input Received 
# 47% of responders walk or run weekly
# 27% of responders bicycle within the township
# 4% commute to work 
#  2% commute to school on foot or by bicycle

Where did people say they want to travel on foot or by 
bicycle?  
# Lansing Mall
# Waverly Middle/High School Campus
# Meijer
# Hunter’s Orchard Park
# Delta Mills Park
# Grand Woods Park
# Sharp Park

Where did people say they wanted additional sidewalks 
or pathways?
# Willow Highway
# St. Joe Highway
# Creyts Road 
# Canal Road 

 

Approximately 55 persons attended the second public input 
meeting that was held on November 12 at the Township 
Hall. Project planners presented the survey results and the 
concept plan which was an accumulation of all the recom-
mendations provided through the survey and the first public 
meeting. Meeting participants provided more feedback to 
project planners on what they would like to see or not see in 
sidewalks and trails for Delta Township.  

Please consider attending the third public meeting which is 
scheduled for January 29, 2004 from 7-9 p.m. at the Town-
ship Administration Building. This meeting will present a 
draft plan and collect citizen input on that draft plan. Project 
planners need help from the citizens to prioritize areas of 
need and provide ideas for future improvements. Visit our 
Web site for the latest information.

There are many reasons to plan for non-motorized transpor-
tation: to provide facilities for safe bicycle and pedestrian 
transportation, to create a walkable community, and for 
better health through increased daily physical activity. Come 
join other township residents on January 29 and participate 
in planning a prosperous and desirable future for Delta 
Township. 
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Delta Township Blackout of 2003
On August 14, 2003 at 4:10 in the afternoon, the 
eastern half of Delta Township experienced a power 
outage. It was later learned that the entire eastern part 
of the United States was without power.   

The Eaton County Sheriff’s Department as well as the 
Delta Township Fire Department established a Unified 
Incident Command Center at Delta Township Central 
Fire Station. In addition an Emergency Operation 
Center was set up in Delta Township as well as at the 
Eaton County Sheriff’s Department in Charlotte. The 
two centers worked collaboratively to ensure emer-
gency shelters, manpower, and other supplies were 
available to the citizens and emergency personnel of 
Delta Township and Eaton County. 

The Fire Department was busy making emergency medical service runs, 
answering fire alarms, and assisting with traffic control. The Sheriff’s 
Department assigned deputies to all the major intersections throughout 
the township to keep traffic flowing smoothly. There were also three 
deputies assigned to handle priority calls for police services. Approxi-
mately twenty-five people from the Fire Department and 40 people from  
the Sheriff Department were working to ensure the safety of the township.    

Power was restored in approximately twelve hours; during this time there were no traffic accidents or major 
crimes reported. Citizens graciously offered assistance to deputies on traffic points. The patience, cooperation, 
and generosity of the Delta Township citizens made our job easier to perform. The incident was managed seamlessly. 
Delta Township and our community can be proud of the Sheriff’s deputies and emergency service professionals for a 
job well done.    

Our office has received a number of calls asking what citizens can do to prepare for emergencies. We encourage 
everyone to discuss a family emergency plan and have some basic items at home in case of another blackout or 
other natural disaster. Consider stocking the following items at your home: flashlights, extra batteries, at least 4-
one gallon jugs of water, warm blankets, and non-perishable food. A family plan may include options for alternative 
heating sources, shelter options such as the home of a friend or relative, and emergency contact persons for children. 
In the event of an emergency, contact the local fire or sheriff’s department, Red Cross, or local churches to find 
out where emergency shelters have been established.       
      
Hopefully, we will never have to experience a blackout like the blackout of 2003 again, but if we do, we are pre-
pared. With the cooperation among the Delta Township Fire and Emergency Medical Services, the Eaton County 
Sheriff’s Department, and the citizens of Delta Township, we can handle any problem with unity, expertise, and 
confidence. It is a privilege to serve Delta Township. From the words of Delta Township Supervisor Joe Drolett, 
“The people of Delta are special.”  

Article Submitted by Chief Hilbert and Lieutenant Warder.
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Public Safety

For more information visit www.deltami.gov.
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PUBLIC SAFETY

Economic Crimes Unit 
September 30 marked the end of the 
first year of operation for the Econom-
ic Crimes Unit (ECU) and this public/
private partnership has successfully 
met and exceeded its goals to impact 
economic crime in Eaton County.  

Economic Crime is passing bad 
checks, fraud, shop lifting, and viola-
tions to the consumer protection laws 
just to name a few. Historically, these 
crimes have been time consuming 
and difficult for law enforcement 
officers and prosecutors to manage. 
Eaton County prosecutor Jeff Sauter 
developed a plan to work together with 
private businesses, law enforcement, 
and the prosecutors to more effectively 
manage commercial crime. He acquired 
a State of Michigan Community 
Prosecution Grant along with local 
matching funds from Delta Township 
and Eaton County, as well as donated 
office space from the Lansing Mall.  

The program is a three-pronged program 
to enhance response to economic crime. 
1.  Initiate a bad check diversion 

program that would emphasize 
returning restitution promptly to 
participating merchants, offering 
offenders a chance to avoid formal 
prosecution, and require the  of-
fender to pay a diversion fee to 
support the program 

2. Enhance the investigation of and 
prosecution of financial crimes

3. Provide tougher enforcement of 
consumer protections laws 

The ECU met its goal for generating 
revenue by recovering $70,104 in fees 
for the first year. The ultimate goal is to 
develop a fee structure that allows the 
unit to be self-supporting by charging 
offenders a diversion fee rather than 
relying on taxpayers for funding.  

In the first year of the program these 
goals have been met and exceeded.  
# Merchants received $168,523 in 

restitution  
# ECU processed 1579 bad checks 

from 1100 offenders 
# 84% of the cases completed in 

2003 chose to pay the money back 
to the merchant plus the diversion 
fee 

# 8% were referred for criminal 
prosecution

# 8% were returned to the merchant 
as unenforceable

School Zone 
As always, school zone traffic 
enforcement continues to be a high 
priority for the Delta patrol. There 
are two deputies assigned to traffic 
positions, and they concentrate their 
efforts on traffic enforcement espe-
cially in the school zones. The other 
deputies, when not taking com-
plaints, are also making school zone 
enforcement a priority. If posted, a 
school zone speed is in effect a half 
hour before school begins and a half 
hour after school ends.   

Many traffic accidents are caused 
by vehicles traveling too fast and 
the higher the speed of a vehicle 
the more likely an injury will oc-
cur. Please be aware of the speed 
your vehicle is traveling at all times, 
especially when traveling through 
any of the five school zones in Delta 
Township. If you are stopped by a 
deputy and issued a citation for a 
traffic violation in a school zone your 
fines are doubled. 

School zone enforcement will con-
tinue to be a priority for the Eaton 
County Sheriff’s Department.  If the 
deputies and the motorist work to-
gether, we can help ensure the safety 
of our children.  

—Lt. Jeff Warder 

Eaton County Sheriff Department

Delta Patrol

 
 

The unit has enhanced the investiga-
tion and prosecution of other economic 
crimes within the County.  The ECU 
is now the reference point for financial 
crimes providing advice to police 
investigators, loss prevention and 
security officers, and participating 
merchants. A single assistant prosecuting 
attorney, Doug Lloyd, now coordinates 
the investigation and prosecution of 
economic crime. Regular meetings are 
now held to foster cooperation and 
education between loss prevention 
professionals, law enforcement, and 
the prosecutors.

The third goal of enforcing commercial 
protection laws was realized when the 
unit began an initiative aimed at
residential building fraud. Homeowners 
can refer complaints to the ECU against 
unlicensed contractors and builders 
who commit fraud. 

Finally, the bad check diversion con-
cept has been expanded to first time 
shop lifters. The program that started in 
August, requires shop lifters to attend a 
two-day course on cognitive thinking, 
pay a statutory fee to the merchant, and 
a diversion fee to the ECU in exchange 
for keeping a clean record.   

For more information visit www.prosecutingattorney.info.
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Let It Snow...

Protect Water Pipes and Your Water Meter
With winter comes frozen water meters and water pipes. If your water meter 
is located in an unheated location such as a crawlspace, garage, or even in the 
basement, it is the homeowner’s responsibility to protect it from freezing. 

Now is a good time to check your water pipes and water meter to be sure they 
are protected from the cold winds of winter. Water pipes will freeze quickly 
when exposed to the cold. Be sure pipes and meters have sufficient ventilation 
from a warm room so they do not freeze. Outside pipes also need protection 
from the cold such as the use of heat tapes and insulation to keep them from 
freezing. Use caution when enclosing pipes and meters to be sure they still 
have sufficient space for access and maintenance.

If you plan to be away from your home during the winter months, keep heat 
in buildings that have plumbing. DO NOT SHUT OFF HEAT COMPLETELY 
in buildings where you have plumbing. Without heat in these areas, pipes may 
freeze and break.

Keeping Sidewalks Clear of Ice and Snow
Winter is upon us and with winter comes snow in Michigan! Keeping sidewalks 
clear of snow and in safe condition for pedestrians and school children to travel is 
always a high priority in Delta Township. Residents and business owners must do 
their part in keeping sidewalks clear by shoveling and plowing sidewalks, parking 
lots, and driveways during the winter months. Delta’s Sidewalk Ordinance states 
that “No person shall permit ice or an accumulation of more then two inches of 
snow to remain on any sidewalk adjacent to a lot or parcel occupied by them, 
or on a sidewalk adjacent to any unoccupied lot or parcel owned by them, for a 
longer period than 24 hours after the same has formed or fallen.”

After extensive research with other communities the Delta Township Board of 
Trustees recently passed a resolution to change the time allotted to clear sidewalks 
from 72 hours to 24 hours. Delta Township was one of the only communities 
around this area that allowed property owners 72 hours to clean sidewalks. In the 
past years, Delta has received numerous calls regarding school children having 
difficulty walking to school due to either ice or snow piled too high on the sidewalks. 
By implementing this change, the Township is hoping to provide a safer pathway 

Keeping Fire Hydrants 
Accessible
The Township is looking for vol-
unteers to help with keeping fire 
hydrants visible in front of residential 
homes. This is a major concern for 
public safety. Firefighters need 
quick access to a water supply from 
hydrants to fight fires. Citizens can 
assist by making sure that they do 
not pile snow on or near a hydrant.  
Clear at least a shovel’s width on 
each side to allow Fire Department 
access. Commercial and retail busi-
nesses are also requested to assist 
by clearing the snow from around 
hydrants that may be located on or 
near their properties.

See page 32 for fun things to do in the snow!
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for pedestrians and school children alike.

Delta Township would like to encourage citizens to “adopt a sidewalk.” If a 
neighbor travels south in the winter or is ill and unable to clear his/her sidewalk 
fellow neighbors can adopt the sidewalk and help our community by keeping it 
clean and clear of ice and snow. Thank you in advance for your contribution to our 
community. The Engineering Department will maintain a list of those who are in 
need of help and those who would like to volunteer to help. Please call 323-8540 to 
be placed on the lists. 

Winter Wonderland
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A Step Back in Time ...
 Erastus Ingersoll was born in Lee, Massachusetts on November 9, 1782, and 

died in Lansing, Michigan, on January 19, 1851. In 1806, he married Sally Smith 
and in 1825 moved her and his children to Novi, Michigan, where he was the first 
white settler.

In 1834, he purchased the land that was to 
become Delta Mills, and in 1837 he moved 
his family to the settlement. Ingersoll was 
the father of 12 children, seven boys, and 
five girls.

One of Erastus’ sons, Egbert, born in 1823, 
was a trusted aide of Secretary of War 
Edwin Stanton, who often carried verbal 
messages to President Lincoln. When news 
was received of Lincoln’s assassination 
Egbert outfitted the group who pursued and 
killed Booth, he was a member of the party 
who received Booth’s body, and attended 
the autopsy.

If you have any history on Delta Township 
that you would like to share, please contact 
the Clerk’s Office at 323-8500.

Nominate Your Neighbor
Neighborhood Pride Awards are given 
once per quarter to one business and 
one residential nominee.  

This quarter’s business recipient was 
Fire Mountain Grill, previously Ryan’s 
Steakhouse, located on Elmwood 
Drive just north of Saginaw Highway. 

The residential award was given to 
Cindy and Eric Rase, owners of a 
recently remodeled duplex on Skyway 
Lane. 

Thank you for investing in Delta 
Township. Keep up the good work! 

Nominations should be forwarded to Kelly Figueiredo, Code Enforcement
Officer, Building Department, 7710 West Saginaw Highway, Lansing, MI 48917 
or kfigueiredo@deltami.gov or call 323-8530.

Manager’s Minute
This new year brings great anticipation 
for the Delta region. General Motor’s 
long awaited construction has begun 
on the new Delta Township plants.

This is the culmination of years of work 
conducted by the local bargaining units, 
local government officials, and com-
munity members to retain the General 
Motors workforce within the Delta 
region. The disturbing news that GM 
was closing plants in Lansing in 2005 
spurred local officials into action to 
plan for keeping the GM investment 
and employees here. This success 
story started with the investment in the 
Lansing Grand River plant and then 
with the Delta plant which together 
ensure an economically bright and 
vibrant future for our region. This 
would not have been possible without 
the cooperation of a dedicated group 
of community members known as the 
“Keep GM” Blue Ribbon Committee.    

As the State of Michigan Budget is 
struggling, so do local governments 
who derive a portion of their revenue 
from the state. The continued business 
investment of companies like General 
Motors and others within our region 
is even more important. Thank you 
for supporting our community and the 
businesses within it.   
—Richard A. Watkins, Township Manager

For more information visit www.deltami.gov.
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Delta Township
Past, Present, Future
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Homestead Exemption 
Program 2004
Several changes have been made to the 
Homestead Exemption program by the 
State of Michigan. 

On January 1, 2004, the name of 
the program was changed to the 
Homeowner’s Principal Residence 
Exemption. This change was made to 
avoid confusion with the Homestead 
Property Tax Credits available as a 
part of the Michigan Income Tax. 

The status date for determining eligi-
bility was also changed from May 1 to 
December 31 of the previous year.

For example, a property owner must 
own and occupy a property as principal 
residence by December 31, 2003 and 
file the Homeowner’s Principal Resi-
dence Exemption Affidavit with the 
Assessing Department by that date to 
qualify for an exemption on the 2004 
property taxes. 

Taxpayers will not qualify for a 
Homeowner’s Principal Residence 
Exemption if they claim a homestead 
or similar exemption in another state, 
file a Michigan income tax return as 
a nonresident, or file an income tax 
return for another state as a resident. 

Military personnel who file Michigan 
income tax returns as a nonresident 
may still be eligible for a Principal 
Residence Exemption. A property 
owner is entitled to only one Home-
owner’s Principal Residence Exemption. 

Property owners who currently have a 
Homestead Exemption do not need to 
re-file an affidavit for a Homeowner’s 
Principal Residence Exemption. Once 
filed, an exemption remains in effect 

as long as it continues as the principal 
residence for the persons filing the 
affidavit.

If the property is sold, rented, or the 
use changes the property owner is 
required to file a form with the 
Assessing Department to rescind the 
current exemption before filing for a 
Homeowner’s Principal Residence 
Exemption on a new principal residence. 
Forms are available in the Assessing 
Department and on the Delta Township 
Web site. 

As this publication 
goes to the press, the 
state legislature is 
considering HB 5168 
that may change the 
exemption status day 
back to May 1.

Is My Exemption Correct?
The exemption percentage, typically 
100%, is indicated on the annual 
assessment notice and all tax bills 
received from Delta Township. If an 
exemption is expected and not indi-
cated on the assessment notice, please 
contact the Assessing Department. 

Exemptions may be corrected at the 
July and December Board of Review 
meetings for the current year and the 
three preceding years. 

Taxes and Payments
A Taxing Update

Dates to Remember
December 31: Tax day - all prop-
erty is assessed for the following 
year, as it existed on this date. 
February 16: Last day to pay 2003 
winter tax bills without late fees. 
February 20: Last day to file 2004 
Personal Property Statements. 
Mid February: The 2004 “Notice 
of Assessment, Taxable Valuation, 
and Property Classification” is 
mailed to property owners. 
March 1: Unpaid 2003 property 
taxes become delinquent. 
March 8, 9, and 10: The Board of 
Review meets to hear assessment 
concerns from property owners. 

Property Taxes 
As the end of the calendar year 

approaches, most property owners are 
faced with the payment of property 
taxes. In addition to itemizing the 
taxes for schools, county, and town-
ship, special assessments or related 
charges may be included in the total 
amount billed. For example, property 
owners who elected not to make their 
annual special assessment installment 
in August will find the installment 
included on the winter property tax 
statement. 

Also, property owners will encounter 
property taxes when preparing federal 
and state tax returns. Property taxes 
paid during the calendar year may be 
used as an itemized deduction on fed-
eral tax returns. State tax returns ask 
for property taxes levied to determine 

eligibility for a Homestead Property 
Tax Credit. In both cases, special 
assessments are not considered to be 
property taxes. Contact a tax advisor 
for details. 

Utility Bills
Customers may experience monthly 
utility bill variation due to the sanitary 
sewer charges being based directly 
upon water meter readings where warm 
weather no longer impacts consumption.

For more information visit www.deltami.gov.
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Snow Birds 
Traveling this winter? Provide a forwarding address 
directly to the Township to ensure timely receipt of 

tax and utility bills.  

Did You Know...

Public Transportation Service
Eaton County Transportation Authority, EATRAN, provides 
open door curb-to-curb public transportation, which is 
safe and affordable. EATRAN also provides a flex route 
service along Saginaw Highway and Creyts Road. Contact 
EATRAN at 371-3312 to schedule a ride or find out about 
the services available in Delta Township.

For the convenience of Delta Township residents, EATRAN 
tokens can be purchased from the Clerk’s Office at the 
Delta Township Administration Building Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m..

Elderly and Handicap - one strip of ten tokens - $5
Student - one strip of ten tokens - $7.50
Adult - one strip of ten tokens - $10

EATRAN accepts tokens or the exact fare. Unfortunately, 
bus drivers are not able to make change. 
 
EATRAN services are not available on the following 
Holidays: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving, or Christmas.

Thank you for not smoking, eating, or drinking on EATRAN 
buses.

All vehicles are wheelchair accessible.

2004 Presidential Primary 
The Presidential Primary, scheduled for Tuesday, February 
24, 2004, has been cancelled by executive order of Governor 
Jennifer Granholm. This is the first time in Michigan history 
that the Presidential Primary has been cancelled.  

Governor Granholm cancelled the election in part, due to 
economic conditions within the state, which was ratified by 
the State Legislature. The Presidential Primary will be back 
in place for the 2008 Presidential Election Year. 

The General Primary is scheduled for Tuesday, August 3, 
2004, and the General Election for Tuesday, November 2, 
2004. If you have any questions regarding the 2004 elections, 
please contact the Clerk’s Office at 323-8500. 

Sewer Backups
If you experience an overflow or backup of the Township 
sanitary sewer and wish to file a claim for damages, you 
must file the claim with the Delta Township Manager’s 
Office within 45 days after the overflow or backup was 
discovered. The claim form can be obtained from, and 
should be mailed or delivered when completed to the 
Township Manager’s Office at 7710 West Saginaw High-
way, Lansing, Michigan 48917 (phone 323-8590). Failure 
to provide the required claim will prevent recovery of 
damages; however, filing a claim does not guarantee that 
you will recover damages.

Projects Under Construction
# Red Robin Restaurant located on the north side of West 

Saginaw, immediately east of Carraba’s
# Willow Trace Condominiums located on the southeast 

corner of Canal and Willow
# Pointe West Subdivision and Condominiums located on 

the south side of St. Joe Highway
# Lansing Automakers Federal Credit Union located on 

the east side of Marketplace south of Lowes
# Michigan Technological Education Center (MTEC) 

located on the south side of I-496 west of Snow Road
# Springhill Suites Hotel located on the east side of 
 Marketplace south of Lowes
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For a complete listing of all construction projects visit www.deltami.gov.
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Recycle, Recover, Reuse
Recycling

14 For more information on recycling contact the Clerk’s Office at 323-8500.
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Need a new year’s 
resolution? Become an 

avid Delta Recycler. Visit 
the Recycling Center 
located on Millett High-
way at Sanders Road. 

Christmas Tree Recycling
Starting December 26, 2003, through 
January 31, 2004, you can dispose 
of your natural Christmas tree at the 
Parks and Recreation Maintenance 
Building, which is located on Admin-
istration Drive. Please remove any 
Christmas lights, wires, string, and 
ornaments from the tree. If transport-
ing the tree in a bag, remove the tree 
from the bag before dropping it off. 
The trees will be chipped and used for 
various landscape projects around the 
township.

Acceptable Recycling Items 
# Plastic - #2 PE milk jugs, water 

bottles, colored plastic bottles, 
and #1 PETE water bottles

# Paper - colored, white office, 
newspaper, magazines, catalogs, 
brown paper bages, and corrugated 
cardboard

#  Tin, aluminum, and metals -  
 stoves, dishwashers, swing sets, 

metal furniture, lawn mowers, and 
snow blowers. All applicances 
must be free of any fluids and 
caps must be removed from tanks.  

# Glass - Clear and brown only
# Wire and fencing - must be 

bundled, no loose wire or fence 
will be accepted

Household Battery Cellular 
Phone Collection
Collection buckets for household 
batteries and unusable cell phones are 
located at the Delta Township Recycling 
Center, and the east entrance of the 
Delta Township Administration Build-
ing. Acceptable batteries include:  A, 
AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, etc. For more 
information, please contact the Clerk’s 
Office at 323-8500.

Yard Waste 
Yard waste is not accepted during the 
winter season. Yard waste bins will be 
available at the Recycling Center in 
April 2004.  

Recycling Winter Hours
November – March
Wednesdays  2 p.m.–6 p.m. 
Saturdays  9 a.m.–2 p.m.

New at the Recycling Center
The large deep fried turkey from 
Christmas dinner is only a memory.  
Unfortunately, the leftover grease is 
still sitting in the garage waiting for 
someone to decide what to do with 
it. Have no fear, residents may now 
bring used cooking oil to the recycling 
center. Residents are responsible for 
dumping the used cooking oil into the 
recycling bin, employees can not accept 
containers at the center.

Closed Holidays
The Recycling Center will be closed 
on the following 2004 holidays: 
May 29, July 3, September 4, 
November 27, December 25.

Mercury Thermometer 
Exchange
Residents can safely dispose of their 
mercury thermometers in exchange for 
a new oral digital thermometer. This is 
a year round collection. If you have a 
mercury thermometer, please bring it 
to the Clerk’s Office and exchange it 
for a new digital thermometer. 

Telephone Books
Telephone books will be accepted at 
the Recycling Center from Saturday, 
January 3 to January 31, 2004.
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Rental Facilities
Community Center and Park Shelters

For more information visit parks.deltami.gov or call 323-8555.



Youth Classes
Fun and Educational Class Opportunities

Please see page 22 for registration details and page 29 for class locations.
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Please see page 22 for registration details and page 29 for class locations.

323-8555 YOUTH CLASSES
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Please see page 22 for registration details and page 29 for class locations.
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19Please see page 22 for registration details and page 29 for class locations.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday/Sunday

1 2 3
4

5 6 7 8 9 10
11

12 13 14 15 16 17
18

19 20 21 22 23 24
25

26 27 28 29 30 31

January 2004

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday/Sunday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7
8

9 10 11 12 13 14
15

February 2004

The Mousetrap Trip (p37)

First Day to Make Shelter 
Reservations (p15)

Phone-In Class Registration 
Begins (p22)

Parks and Recreation Class Regis-
tration Begins This Evening (p22)

Aquatics Registration Begins (p34)

8:30 a.m. ECRC*
1 p.m. Friends of the Library*
7 p.m. Z.B.A.*

5:30 p.m. DeltaSide Bus Assoc.
6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Board Meeting

Aquatics Session A Begins (p35) 
Garage Sale Deadline (p38)

7:30 a.m. Walk Michigan (p39)

8:30 a.m. ECRC* 
7 p.m. Z.B.A.*

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Planning Commission

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Board Meeting
Ice Skating Lessons at the Sum-
mit Begins for Winter Term (p32)

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Planning Commission

8 a.m. GRC*7 p.m. Library Board Mtg

9 a.m. ECB&C*

7:30 p.m. PR&C*

Offices Closed

Martin Luther King Day
Offices Closed

Calendar

Contents

Calendar 18

Calendar 19

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Board Meeting
7 p.m. Daddy/Daughter Dance (p38)

7 p.m. Library Board Mtg 8 a.m. GRC* 7:30 p.m. PR&C*

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Planning Commission

8:30 a.m. ECRC



16 17 18 19 20 21
22

23 24 25 26 27 28
29

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday/Sunday

1 2 3 4 5 6
7

8 9 10 11 12 13
14

15 16 17 18 19 20
21

22 23 24 25 26 27
28

29 30 31 March 2004

Registration Deadline for Spring 
Youth Soccer (p30)

5:30 p.m. DeltaSide Bus Assoc.
7 p.m. Summer Adult Softball 
Information Meeting (p33)

9 a.m. ECB&C*
Returning Team Summer Adult 
Softball Registration Begins (p33)

New Team Summer Adult 
Softball Registration Begins (p33)

Ice Skating Lessons at the Sum-
mit Begin for Spring Term (p32)

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Board Meeting

Driving Miss Daisy Trip (p37)

St. Peter and the Vatican Trip (p37)

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Board Meeting

8:30 a.m. ECRC

8:30 a.m. ECRC

8:30 a.m. ECRC

Registration Begins for Returning 
SBTeams Switching Leagues (p33)

Aquatics Session B Begins (p35)

7:30 a.m. Walk Michigan (p39)

7 p.m. Z.B.A.*

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Planning Commission
7 p.m. Mother/Son Dance (p38)

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Board Meeting

Soccer Coaches Meeting (p30)

8 a.m.-12 p.m. Community 
Garage Sale at the Delta Township 
Community Center. Come on out 
and shop! (p39)

6 p.m. Work Session*
7 p.m. Planning Commission

Parks and Recreation Class Reg-
istration Begins This Evening for 
Spring Term - Look for Informa-
tion in the Spring Magazine

*Eaton County Board of Commission

*Eaton County Road Commission
*Friends of the Library Board Meeting
*Parks, Recreation and Cemeteries Commission

*Work Sessions are meetings of the Township Board for non-action items.
*Zoning Board of Appeals
*GRC - Government Relations Committee

All Board meetings are held in Room A of the Administration 

Building with the exception of the Work Sessions and Parks, 

Recreation and Cemeteries Commission meetings which are held 

in Room B, and the Library and Friends of the Library meetings 

which are held in the North Wing of the Delta Enrichment Center. 
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How and When to Register
All Community Arts Classes require 
pre-registration through WALK-IN 
(the first time any registrations will be 
taken) or CALL-IN, with the exception 
of the following: Classes without a code 
(ex: A105), classes with code numbers 
over 399, classes that say to register and 
pay fees in class, and programs offered 
by departments other than Parks and Rec-
reation. You do not need to wait for walk-
in registration to sign up for special events 
or athletics. Only registered participants 
may attend class. No substitutions.

Walk-In Registration
Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2004
When: Delta Township Residents: 5:30-6:30 p.m.
 Anyone: 7-8 p.m.
Where:  Meeting Room A, 2nd Level of the Administra-

tion Building (use the west entrance)

Class Cancellations
If a class is completely cancelled prior 
to the start of the class, registrants will 
be notified and full refunds issued. 
When programs or classes are cancelled 
due to the weather, a message will be 
placed on our program information 
phone line: 323-8550. Every attempt 
will be made to reschedule the class 
for a later date.

Registration Exceptions
Programs are designed according to 
instructor/student ratios and on an age 
or level that will benefit the student. 
Children must be within the specified 
class age group by the first class 
meeting. All adult classes are open to 
those who have reached the age of 18 
prior to the first class meeting unless 
otherwise specified in the description. 
Please do not ask us to exceed the 
class limits or place child in the wrong 
age or skill level. Let us place you on 
the waiting list so we may attempt to 
create an additional class.

We Love Parents, But...
With your child’s best interest in 
mind, parents are invited to visit the 
last class meeting. Our instructors 
have found that quality instruction is 
affected by parent and sibling dis-
tractions during class time. We feel it 
is extremely beneficial for children to 
have recreational time with their peers. 
Our instructors are always happy to 
discuss your child’s progress with you.

Phone-In Registration
Date: Starting Thursday, January 15, 2004
Open call-in registration begins at 8 a.m. the day after 
walk-in registration and will remain open until all 
classes are filled. Our phone number is 323-8555. 
Registrations left on voicemail will not be honored.

INSTRUCTORS WANTED

Delta Township Parks and Recreation is always looking for innovative individuals 
who would like to share their expertise with others. Our program opportunities 
include all types of arts and crafts, dance, and special interest programs. Paid posi-
tions are available for persons interested in teaching children or adults. Scheduling 
is flexible. The first term available to include you would be summer term starting 
in mid June. Planning will begin in March. If you are interested in teaching a class, 
please contact us at 323-8555 or send in this form so we can contact you.

Mail this form to: Barbara Sherbo Kellogg
Delta Township Parks and Recreation
7710 West Saginaw Highway
Lansing, MI 48917

NAME

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

CLASS TOPIC

Payments
Payments for all walk-in registrations 
must be made at the time of registration. 
Payments for phone-in registrations 
must be paid within three business 
days of registration to hold your spot. 
Make checks payable to Delta Township. 
Send checks to: Delta Township 
Parks and Recreation, 7710 West 
Saginaw Highway, Lansing, MI 48917.  
Please specify on your check what 
classes or programs you are paying 
for and list names if different from the 
name on the check. 

Class Registration
How and When to Register for Classes

For more information call the Parks and Recreation Department at 323-8555.
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Adult Classes
Fun and Educational Class Opportunities

Please see page 22 for registration details and page 29 for class locations.
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Please see page 22 for registration details and page 29 for class locations.
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323-8555ADULT CLASSES

Please see page 22 for registration details and page 29 for class locations.
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Please see page 22 for registration details.
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Youth Soccer
Spring Registration and Thanks to Fall Coaches

For more information  please contact the Parks and Recreation office at 323-8555.
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Skating and More!
Skating Lessons and Outdoor Fun

For information on lessons please call The Summit at 319-1000 extension 107.
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Adult Softball
Summer Season Registration Information

For more information visit parks.deltami.gov and select Adult Softball.
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Aquatics
Delta/Waverly Aquatics

For more information please contact Delta/Waverly Activities at 484-5600.
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484-5600

For more information please visit our Web site at parks.deltami.gov.
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Senior Programs
Delta/Waverly 39ers Senior Citizen Program

For more information please  contact Delta/Waverly Activities at 484-5600.
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484-5600 SENIOR PROGRAMS
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Special Events
Fun for the Whole Family

For more information please contact the Parks and Recreation office at 323-8555.
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323-8555

For more information please visit our Web site at parks.deltami.gov.

SPECIAL EVENTS
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WATERTOWN TOWNSHIP / CLINTON COUNTY

WINDSOR TOWNSHIP

Delta Township 
Administrative Offices
7710 West Saginaw Highway
323-8500
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Delta Township Library and 
Enrichment Center
4538 Elizabeth Road
321-4014
Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Friends Second Time Around 
Used Book Store
4538 Elizabeth Road
Monday-Wednesday 7-8:30 p.m.
Thursday (Closed)
Friday 1-3 p.m.
Saturday 12-4 p.m.

Delta/Waverly Activities 
Office (Aquatics and Seniors)
3131 West Michigan Avenue
484-5600
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Community Center
7550 West Willow Highway
Rental Information: 323-8555

Recycling Center
5717 Millett Highway
Information: 323-8500
Winter Hours December-March:
Wednesday 2-6 p.m.  
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Summer Hours April-November:
Wednesday 2-8 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Eaton County Sheriff/
Delta Patrol
7708 Administration Drive
323-8480 (Non-Emergency) 
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Delta Township Fire Station # 1
811 North Canal Road
321-6622 (Non-Emergency) 
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Delta Township Fire Station #2
5317 Old Lansing Road
322-0463 (Non-Emergency) 

Delta Township Fire Station #3
215 Snow Road
886-1162 (Non-Emergency) 

Delta Center Cemetery
7301 West St. Joe Highway
Information: 323-8500

Hillside Cemetery
6415 Delta River Drive
Information: 323-8500

For a department directory including phone 

numbers and an overview of responsibilities 

please see page 3. Unless specified, all ad-

dresses are Lansing, MI 48917.
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